[Pathogenic antibodies in systemic lupus erythematosus: anti-LAMP antibodies].
We recently demonstrated that a monoclonal anti-DNA antibody, spontaneously produced in lupus B/W mice, recognizes the same protein(s) at the surface of several human cell types involved in lupus pathogenesis including normal human erythrocytes, normal platelets and rat neuronal tissue. This cell-surface protein(s) cross-react(s) with double-stranded DNA. We suggest to call this protein(s) LAMP [lupus associated membrane protein(s)]. Here we show that: immunoglobulins eluted from kidneys of autoimmune MRL/lpr/lpr mice strongly react with LAMP. Anti-LAMP antibodies are present in large amount in MRL/lpr and B/W mice sera. Anti-LAMP are present in 25 out of 25 human SLE sera ranged as SLE on the basis of revised American Rheumatism Associated classification. Interestingly, two of these sera did not display anti DNA anti-body activity. Taken together, these results strongly suggest a role of LAMP in the pathogeny of SLE.